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Stockport, were slender. The University of Liverpool had no liaison
with the technical colleges in its area. In the north-east the
University of Durham had no connection with the Rutherford
College at Newcastle, and the University of Wales had but slight
liaison with the colleges at Swansea and Newport. In London the
situation was quite different because of the inclusion of the South
Kensington group of science and technological colleges within the
faculty organisation of the University of London.
In order to link up all the bodies concerned with higher techno-
logical education so that their work might be closely co-ordinated,
the Ministry of Education appointed, in 1944, a special Committee
on Higher Technological Education. The Report which was issued
in 1945 is usually known as the Percy Report (from the chairman,
Lord Eustace Percy, who had been chosen on account of his interest
and wide knowledge of the problems of technological education).
The Report fully realised the issues involved. "The evidence
submitted to us concurs in the general view: first, that the position
of Great Britain as a leading industrial nation is being endangered
by a failure to secure the fullest possible application of science to
industry; and second, that this failure is partly due to deficiencies
in education. The annual intake into the industries of the country
of men trained by Universities and Technical Colleges has been,
and still is, insufficient both in quantity and quality. We believe
that the industrial demand for such men will increase in quantity
after the war; and that the demand for higher quality, especially
in certain categories, will become more insistent as the nation
becomes more conscious of its need for technical efficiency. In
particular, the experience of war has shown that the greatest
deficiency in British Industry is the shortage of scientists and tech-
nologists who can also administer and organise, and can apply
the results of research and development."l
Attention has already been drawn to the traditional British view
that technical education which is concerned with the principles of
the industry and their application should be quite distinct from
works training. The Percy Report considered that the two aspects
should be intimately related and that there ought to be a closer
liaison between the technological institutions and the leaders of
industry. "Technological education must be conceived in terms of
of a combined course of works training and academic studies; and
both the course as a whole and the period allotted to academic
1 Report on Higher Technological Education, para. 2, H.M.S CX, 1945.